What Do I Need To Know About State Medical Licensure?

There are several key issues: verification, malpractice documentation, state level Controlled Substance Registration (CSR) requirements, interviews, follow-ups, and time. 

State medical boards vary in their efficiency. In many states the licensure process takes six months or more--with perfect documentation. If you practiced medicine at multiple locations, boards will require that you verify privileges at each location through standards forms. All verifications must come directly from the site and thus extensive follow-up is sometimes necessary. 

Even the most common residency experiences may delay state licensure and a new physician's entry into professional practice: 

Say a physician practiced at multiple locations. State medical boards require a verification of privileges from each location. 

Often in the hectic pace of residency and post-graduate training, physicians overlook the importance of documentation. Many states require prime source verification in addition to copies of training certificates. 

The practice of videoconferencing, telemedicine, or even interstate phone consultation may require licensure in distant states. 

Third party references and verifications typically require several follow up calls to assure prompt action-some boards void applications sitting incomplete for 60 days. 

Many physicians fail to retain the most basic malpractice documentation, such as names and contact numbers of colleagues, administrators, and lawyers. 

If named in a malpractice action, boards require extensive documentation. Unfortunately, many residents are named without their knowledge. Thus it is important to retain names and contact information of all supervising physicians. 

Keep deadlines in mind, as well. Some states void incomplete applications, including those containing errors. Other steps, such as CSRs and interviews, also vary from state to state. The cost of license applications may also come as a shock. 

Compare the current requirements for these states: 

State of Alabama 

Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners
848 Washington Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36104
Phone # (334) 242-4116
Fax # (334) 242-4155
Website: www.state.al.us/

Verification of Licensure:
Time-2-3 days
Fees-Verification: $0, Endorsement: $10
Fed Ex-yes 

Application Status Check:
Call (334) 242-4116 

US/Canadian Graduates (MD's & DO's):

American Citizenship: not required
Medical School: graduate of an AMA/AOA approved medical/osteopathic school
Post-graduate Training: 1 year AMA/AOA/ACGME approved training in the US or Canada
National Boards: accepted
Flex: accepted (distinction between old and new exams: Old-must have obtained a weighted average of 75 of better. New-must have obtained a score of 75 or better on each component.) From the time applicant sits for Part 1 until the time he/she passes all parts cannot exceed 7 years.
LMCC: accepted
State Exam: Prior to 6/1979 Florida & Puerto Rico not accepted.
USMLE: accepted
10-YEAR RULE: Yes/certification or re-certification in last 10 years will exempt applicant.

Foreign Medical Graduates:

FMG's must comply with all requirement of US & Canadian graduates
Post-graduate training: 1 year AMA/AOA/ACGME approved training in the US or Canada
National Boards: N/A
FLEX: accepted
USMLE: accepted
ECFMG: REQUIRED/will accept FLEX, LMCC or National Boards if graduated from Canada or Puerto Rico.
5th Pathway: unknown
LMCC: accepted

Alabama Application Procedures

Application Requests:

Telephone: no; must request in writing; send to P.O. Box 946, Birmingham, AL 36101
FedEx: call 
Fax: no
E-mail request: no
Internet: no

Know the following when requesting-
   * $20
   * Name
   * Address
   * Medical school and date of graduation
   * Current state of licensure
   * Board certification and date (if applicable)

Permanent:
When the file is 100%, the file must go to a Board meeting and Licensing Committee meeting. Deadline to have file complete is the 1st Wednesday of the month. The Board meets on the 3rd Wednesday, and the Licensing Committee meets on the 4th Wednesday. Number will be issued the day the Licensing Committee meets, provided that the registration fee has been paid. Applicant can obtain license number by telephone after 2:00 p.m. An interview may be required if there is derogatory information. Effective February 1996, board will only speak with applicant. 

Fees:
Permanent: $175 + $75 on completion. $250 total
Board Meetings Schedule: Third Wednesday of every month.
Pending Malpractice: This is a Board decision. Must apply.
CSR: Same address & phone as board
Application: Sent with letter from board when they request file completion fees ($75-see above)
Time: 2 days
Fee: $50

Regional DEA office:
Drug Enforcement Administration
New Orleans Division Office
New Orleans, LA 
(504) 840-1100

State of California (MD) 

Medical Board of California
1426 Howe Avenue
Suite 54
Sacramento, CA 95825 
Phone # (916) 263-2499
Fax # (916) 924-2198
Web-site: www.medbd.ca.gov 

Triplicates: 916-227-4051

Documents Needed
Copy of DEA (signed and dated by physician)
Copy of CA Medical License
Letter from Hospital

Fee:
$7.00 for every 100
$27.13 for a first time order of 100 and $7.00 for each 100 after

Mail To:
Dept. of Justice
Triplicate Prescription Program
P.O. Box 160447
Sacramento CA

4949 Broadway, Room C217
Sacramento, CA 95870

Verification of Licensure:
Verifications-(916) 263-2360
Fax-(916) 263-2653
Time-3 weeks
Fees-Verification: $10; Endorsement: $20
Fed Ex-yes
Verify online-www.docboard.org/ca/df/casearch.htm

Application Status Check: Call (916) 263-2499 

US/Canadian Graduates (MDs only):

American Citizenship: American graduates-no
Medical School: must be a graduate of a medical school listed in the World Directory of Medical Schools.
Post-graduate training: 1 year ACGME/CCME approved training in the US or Canada, 4 months of which must be general medicine (if started after 7/1/90).
Board Certification: not required.
National Boards: accepted
Flex: accepted (distinction between old and new exams: Old-must have obtained a weighted average of 75 of better. New-must have obtained a score of 75 or better on each component within a 3 year period.) Limit is 2 times.
LMCC: accepted
State Exam: accepted, if taken after 1969, applicant is required to take USMLE Parts I, II, and III; if taken before 1969, must have completed 2 yrs. PGT.
USMLE: accepted
SPEX: if applicant does not have 2 years of PGT or is not board certified, applicant must take the SPEX. (lifetime certification is acceptable)

Foreign Medical Graduates:

FMG's must comply with all requirement of US & Canadian graduates
American Citizenship: YES, or must be licensed in another state.
Post-graduate training: 2 years
National Boards: N/A
FLEX: accepted, Limit is 2 times.
USMLE: accepted
ECFMG: REQUIRED
5th Pathway: accepted. The 1 yr. of academic 5th Pathway training may count for 1 of the 3 years of PGT
LMCC: accepted
California (MD) Application Procedures

Application Requests:
Telephone: yes, dial general number and press [1].
Fed Ex: call

Know the following when requesting-
   * name
   * address
   * medical school
   * social security number


Permanent: The application is not processed for 45-60 days after it reaches the Board. When the file is 100%, if it is a "clean application", the license number will be issued within one week. They license on Thursdays.

Fees:
Permanent: $508 processing fee + $600 license fee = $1108 (if a resident is in an approved program in CA, fee is $300) Board Meetings Schedule: As needed to update rules and regulations. Pending Malpractice: Applicant may apply, but no number will be issued until the case is fully resolved. 

Regional DEA office:
Drug Enforcement Administration
San Diego Division Office
402 W. 35th Street
National City, CA 92050

San Francisco Division Office
450 Golden Gate Avenue
Box 36050
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 556-6771

Los Angeles Division Office
255 E. Temple Street
20th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 894-3946
Registration-(888) 415-9822

State of New Jersey 

New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
140 E. Front St., 2nd Floor
Trenton, NJ 08608
Phone # (609) 826-7100
Fax# (609) 826-7117
Website: www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/medical.htm 

Verification of Licensure:
Time: 10 days
Fees-Verification: $0, Endorsement: $__
Fed Ex: no

Verify online: www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/bme/medfrm.htm 

Application Status Check: They will only tell you what they have NOT received. 

US/Canadian Graduates (MD's & DO's):

American Citizenship: not required
Medical School: graduate of an accredited medical/osteopathic school
Post-graduate Training: 1 year AMA/AOA approved training in the US or Canada. 2 years in the US Armed Forces as a physician is acceptable in lieu of the AMA/AOA requirement.
National Boards: accepted
Flex: accepted (distinction between old and new exams: Old-must have obtained a weighted average of 75 of better. New-must have obtained a score of 75 or better on each component
LMCC: accepted of Canadian graduates only
State Exam: accepted if taken before 12/31/72
USMLE: accepted
10 YEAR RULE: N/A 

Foreign Medical Graduates:

FMG's must comply with all requirements of US & Canadian graduates
Post-graduate training: 1 year total in the US if prior to 07/85; 3 years total in the US if taken after 07/85
National Boards: N/A
FLEX: accepted
USMLE: accepted
ECFMG: accepted
5th Pathway: accepted
LMCC: accepted 

New Jersey Application Procedures 

Application Requests:
Telephone: accepted

Know the following when requesting
   * Name
   * Address

Permanent: Application must be completed and notarized within 30 days of submission. When the file is 100%, file is reviewed by the Technician. Upon approval, a letter goes to applicant requesting the endorsement fee and registration fee. When the fee is received at the Board's office, number is issued. If you need to get a number before the next Board meeting, the physician can request an Interview. The board will NEVER offer an interview. The number is issued within 1-5 days of the interview.

Fees:
Permanent: $325 application fee +$225 endorsement fee +$170 or $340 registration fee
Board Meetings Schedule: Once a month, usually the 2nd Wednesday
Pending Malpractice: If a doctor has malpractice, the file will go to Malpractice review and depending on the how busy the board is, will probably stay there for 6 to 8 weeks. Then the Malpractice review committee will determine whether or not it needs to go to a board meeting. If it doesn't, then it goes straight to Credentialing where it will probably stay for another 6 to 8 weeks. 

CSR:
State of New Jersey
Dept. of Law and Public Safety
Endorsement Bureau/Drug Control
124 Halsey St. 7th Floor
Newark, NJ

Time- 3 to 4 days
Fee- $20

Notes Cannot submit application without license number on it; also will need to include a copy of NJ license. (973) 504-6351 or (973) 504-6359 

Regional DEA office:
Drug Enforcement Administration
Newark Division Office
Federal Office Building
970 Broad St., Rm. 806
Newark, NJ 07102
(201) 645-6060

What Do I Need To Know About State Medical Licensure? - Continued


No wonder it takes so long to receive a license. 

Devoting hours to assembling and processing the documents necessary for state medical license applications may not be the most productive use of your time. Tracking down contact names, old traffic citations, missing documentation from defunct facilities, military release forms, and other items often required by state boards may delay your practice by nine months or more. 

The 10 best States to license in currently are: 

1. Mississippi
2. Minnesota
3. Kansas
4. Colorado
5. Texas
6. Indiana
7. Maine
8. Kentucky
9. North Carolina
10. Washington State

The best States to license in are based of the following criteria. First, they have to have a clear and simple application process. This means everything required for licensure is stated up front. No surprise extra requests down the road. Second, their process for reviewing the documentation must be quick and efficient with letters or e-mails detailing outstanding items. Third, the boards must have customer service friendly people who can respond to questions and explanations in a timely manner. 

The 10 worst States to license in currently are:> 

1. California
2. Florida
3. New Jersey
4. Wisconsin
5. Louisiana
6. Pennsylvania
7. Massachusetts
8. Virginia
9. Ohio
10. Illinois

The worst States to License in are based of the following criteria. First, they require all providers go through the Federal Credentials Verification System (FCVS). This requirement is not time-consuming or difficult for physicians that have already gone through the FCVS. In fact it saves quite a bit of time. For those that have never gone through the process, it can add 6-8 weeks to licensure, in addition to board time. When the FCVS verifies credentials they will do so via regular mail services, with no follow up to ensure verification is expedited. Second, the state application does not list clearly the items required to complete the application. The board oftentimes will ask for additional malpractice information or court dockets after all requested material has been submitted. Third, and most important, is communication. If a state board representative will not answer questions and provide status updates on a physician's application, it could drag the process out for months. 

